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iF you’re GoinG to san 
FranCisCo, Make sure 

you Can swiM
by TALIA CHANOFF, AGE 15

As I walk through Pier 39, a San Francisco 
tourism mecca, the sight of self-impor-
tant tourists almost overpowers the smell 
of the waffle cones. I can’t quite figure 
out what attracts 
people to this place. 
It’s shop after shop 
of useless and 
over-priced kitsch. 
Middle-aged men 
and sticky-faced 
children have 
“tourist” stamped 
on their foreheads: 
they wear shorts in 
the blustery weath-
er and crowd around a fire-breathing 
man in a purple jumpsuit. 

I soon begin to wonder what these 
people have on their minds. I’m no 
psychic, but I can say with full cynical, 
distrust-in-the-human-race confidence 
that only a small percentage of these 
people are thinking about the fact that if 
we continue to live the way that we live, 
this fire-breather will be out of business. 

Eve S. Mosher is an artist in New 
York who works mostly with nature to 

create sculptures, drawings, and installa-
tions. This past year she began the “High 
Waterline” project. High Water Line 
(HWL) is a large-scale installation in 

New York City 
that gives a visual 
picture of where 
the coastline will 
soon be because 
of more frequent 
and stronger 
storms (brought 
about by global 
warming). 

M o s h e r 
walks the coast-

line of New York with large lit up bea-
cons and blue chalk, marking what will 
no longer be dry land if greenhouse gas 
emissions do not soon decrease. It says on 
Eve’s project website that with her almost 
daily excursions come conversations with 
the public about her project. She didn’t 
have to stand on street corners clutching 
a clipboard and glossy fliers. People came 
to her. They were curious about what 
she was doing. In the busiest city in the 
world, people took minutes out of their 

(continued on 2)

(continued on 4)

the u.s. Presidential 
election in 2008:

Who will win?
by JULIA CHErNEr, AGE 9  

Who do you want to win the 2008 
U.S. Presidential Election—New York 
female senator, Hillary Clinton, African 
American senator from Illinois, Barack 
Obama; or one of fourteen other candi-
dates? I asked these questions to some 
people in my life. I interviewed seven 
people and found that most people 
intended to vote for Obama.

“Obama has clear and good vision for 
the country,” says Democratic 42-year-
old, Stacie Cherner. Sandy Sheelar, a 
republican, says that she drives past a 
sign on her way to work every day that 
says “Never Hillary.” She does not know 
who to vote for, but she is not going to 
vote for Clinton.  

Eve S. Mosher (highwaterline.org)
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(Election—continued from 1)

Have you seen the intersection of Franklin 
Street and Union Street, which is where 
Sherman School is?  If you haven’t, you 
should go and see the green schoolyard.  
They’re going to work on it forever, and 
anyone in the city is allowed to help.  But 
what’s the real story behind this beauti-
ful garden that used to be an ugly play-
ground?  This article will tell you!  

In the school year 2004-2005, it was 
just an ugly recess yard.  In 2005-2006 
they started by putting some classrooms 
in the bungalows.  In 2006-2007 things 
really began to heat up when they added 
the dirt, the woodchips, the outdoor 
classroom, and the rocks for the pond.  
And at the beginning of 2007-2008 
things have only gotten better.  When we 
returned to school, the pond had water.  
Weeks later we added fish to the pond.  
Then in October or September, we put in 
lots of new features like bamboo!  I inter-
viewed Linda Myers, and here it is!

Cole Fellers: How are our bamboo trees 
not invasive?
linda Myers: Because they’re clump-

ing bamboo. They are giant, clumping 
bamboo.  The spreading bamboo spreads 
everywhere!  We want the clumping 
bamboo.  The clumping bamboo only 
spreads in one place. 

CF: How did you get the pond in?
lM: Well, we dug out a hole for the 
pond.  We installed an electrical pump to 
pump the water up the hill.  We put in a 
black rubber liner to hold in the water.  
We craned granite boulders over the wall 
and placed them on the liner.  We filled 
in the pond with tiny salmon bay pebbles.  
We filled up the pond with water.  We 
put in our comet gold fish.  They cut the 
algae off the rocks.  

CF: Who inspired you to make the 
garden?
lM: I would say it has been a passion of 
mine for years.  And, I was also inspired 
to build the pond and waterfall by a 
Japanese artist named ruth Asawa.

CF: Where in the garden do you find 
something edible?

Green Schoolyard 
by COLE FELLErS, AGE 9

lM: There are herbs to eat in the herb 
garden, and there are broccoli, lettuce, peas, 
and spinach in the educational garden.

CF: How many kids do you teach?  What 
do you teach them?
lM: I teach almost 400 kids.  I teach 
them how to grow food to eat and how 
to take care of our environment.

CF: How many other schools have green 
schoolyards?
lM: Almost 40 San Francisco schools 
have green schoolyards.

So if you want to know more, just go to 
www.shermanschool.org/greenschoolyard.
htm. Thank you for reading my article!

For more information about the San 
Francisco Green Schoolyard Alliance visit: 
http://www.sfgreenschools.org/home.html

“Obama is a great leader, and he 
will bring the country together,” says 
Democratic 43-year-old David Cherner.

“Obama would be best because he 
brings youth, intelligence, and is not a 
political hack,” says Louis Kohn. 

“He has a feel for what the country 
and world needs,” says Jill Uris. 

“Joe Biden will bring our troops 
together,” Kim Sheelar says. 

republican richard Cherner says 
that he doesn’t really like any of the can-
didates, but he thinks Clinton will win.

right now polls show that Clinton 
has twice as many supporters as Obama. 
But if all the undecided people vote for 
Obama, he would be in the lead. We 
don’t really know who will win yet. This is 
because people keep changing their minds 
for whom to vote, and it will be another 
year before we are actually going to vote. 
But if my research is any indication, 
Obama has a chance of winning.Photo taken by Linda Myers (http://www.sfgreenschools.org/home.html)



CITIZEN SCIENTISTS: 
Reintroducing Native Oysters into the Bay Area 

by MATHEW WEICK, AGE 8

Oysters rockefeller, Oysters Casino, and 
Oysters On-The-Half-Shell — but an 
oyster engineer?  You must be kidding!  

It’s true.  Oysters are very impor-
tant in creating habitats for marine 
organisms.  Historically, the Bay had 
a large native Olympia oyster (Ostrea 
Conchaphila) population.  However, 
over-consumption during the Gold 
rush in the 1850’s caused the popula-
tion to decline.  

Save the Bay’s Native Oyster 
Monitoring Project, which began in 2006, 
is a research project partnership between 
Save the Bay, San Jose State University, 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) Fisheries 
restoration Center, the Smithsonian 
Environmental research Center, and 
restore America’s Estuaries to study 
the factors affecting oyster populations 
throughout the Bay.

Why Oysters?
Because oysters are filter feeders, 

they reduce the turbidity of the water, 
which allows for more light to penetrate 
through the water.  This helps aquatic 
plants, such as eelgrass, to photosyn-
thesize, which is beneficial to the eco-
system. 

Mesh Bags, Seament, 
& Shell Strings

The study’s objective is to find which 
substrate works best for oyster recruit-
ment. There are six monitoring sites 
throughout the Bay: Palo Alto Baylands in 
Palo Alto, Permanente Creek in Mountain 
View, ravenswood Pier in East Palo 
Alto, Oyster Point Marina in South San 
Francisco, Berkeley Marina in Berkeley, and 
San rafael Canal in San rafael.  

Each monitoring site has four kinds 
of substrate suspended in the water col-
umn for the oysters to settle on: 

1) mesh bags containing Pacific 
oyster shells, 
2) strings of oyster shells, 
3) PVC settling plates, and 
4) Seament (a mixture of cement 
and ground-up oyster shells 
supported by burlap) settling plates.

Nature is Best!
Save The Bay’s assumption about 

the oysters landing mostly upon shells 
was correct - Conchaphila means “shell-
loving”, and the bagged shells simulate 
an oyster reef.  Jude Stalker, who oversees 
the monitoring says, “The larvae seem to 

get a cue, or chemical trigger, that makes 
them stop swimming and settle down on 
shells, usually of their own species.”  

Also, according to Save The Bay, the 
most successful recruitment-monitoring 
site to date is Palo Alto Baylands. There 
are many environmental factors that 
could lead to more oysters in Palo Alto, 
such as water temperature, salinity, and 
turbidity.  Predators and competition for 
space and food can also play a big role.  
Stalker adds, “As monitoring continues, 
trends may appear which will answer the 
question of why oysters are more abun-
dant in Palo Alto than other sites.”

How Can You Help as a 
Citizen Scientist?

You can help save native oysters by 
volunteering with Save the Bay!
www.savesfbay.org

For more information on native 
oysters, visit www.baynature.com and 
look up the October-December 2004 issue 
for “Still Holding On: The Bay’s Native 
Oysters”.
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BurninG Man 
by SOPHIA HUSSAIN, AGE 18 

Last summer, Burning Man executive 
director, Larry Harvey chose a theme 
that reflected a growing awareness and 
understanding of the environmental cri-
sis facing the world. “The Green Man” 
is the aptly titled art theme for Burning 
Man 2007. 

Tom Price, environmental coordina-
tor of the event, has been working with 
members of the Green Working Group 
since December on minimizing the envi-
ronmental impact of the week-long art 
festival of self-expression and community 
in Black rock Desert, Nevada. 

“I’m attempting to make a tem-
porary city in the middle of nowhere 
sustainable, which is a pretty impossible 
task,” he said. 

Greening “the Man” is nothing short 
of an ambitious undertaking. However, 

many say that the event’s eco-friendly 
transition is long overdue. Burning Man 
has been criticized by the media, as well 

as by the burners themselves, for having a 
hypocritical stance on the environment. 

Since the Burning Man’s move from 
San Francisco to Black rock Desert 
(referred to by burners as “the playa”) 
The Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) has stipulated that the festival 
be “Leave No Trace.” A city for 40,000 is 
built, lived in for a week, and then asked 
to leave no trace. 

“We’re the largest no trace event in 
the world,” said Price. “The BLM regu-
larly gives us awards for our treatment 

(Swim—continued from 1)
day to listen to what this artist/activist 
had to say. Eve turned global warming 
into a local, tangible issue. 

Now bring your mind across the 
country, back to the gray, windy pier in 
San Francisco. My reason for being there 
is similar to Eve’s lines of blue chalk that 
outline New York City. Within a mat-
ter of years, if the climate continues to 
deteriorate, the water in the Bay will rise 
one meter and Pier 39 will be partially 
submerged underneath. 

Do the tourists who innocently 
roam the commercialized paths of the 
pier know this? I walk up to Darrel, 52, 
a man in an orange shirt leaning on the 
side of a building, and tell him what I 
recently discovered. “I guess we better 
improve,” he says. I ask him what sort of 
things he does to conserve energy and 
with a quick moment of thought, he says, 
“I recycle.”

I wait to see if he’s planning on tell-
ing me anything else that he does, but he 
isn’t, so I ask him what he would be will-
ing to sacrifice in order to conserve more 
energy than he already does. “Nothing,” 
he says. Then, abruptly, “Have you ever 
been out of the country, young lady?” 

I tell him that I have; that I’ve been to 
Europe, Asia and Africa. 

“We’re doing better than Asia!” he 
says. “You’ve been there, didn’t you see 
how dirty it was?” I thank him for his 
time and walk away. 

Next I walk up to a family, a group 
of young boys accompanied by a man 
who towers over them. I begin to tell 
them about the High Water Line Project 
and how Pier 39 will soon be partially 
submerged. One of the youngest kids 
nods his head knowingly to my words 
but before he has a chance to chime in, 
his dad, Mike, says, “We don’t believe 
in it.”

“You don’t believe in global warm-
ing?” I ask. 

“We don’t believe in the manmade 
stuff. I changed our light bulbs to the 
florescent kind, I’m all for conserving 
energy, but a lot of it is just overblown.” 

I ask him if there would be anything 
he would be willing to sacrifice and he 
says, “I don’t know what else I could 
sacrifice.”

Next is Mark, 42, from the 
Netherlands. I ask what he would be 
willing to sacrifice. “I don’t know what 

exactly I would sacrifice, but I would be 
happy to.” 

Mark from the Netherlands is my 
glimmer of hope.  

Although some people I talked to 
were ill-informed, and some didn’t really 
seem to care, it wasn’t so with the major-
ity of people. I began to wonder if lack 
of wisdom or laziness isn’t the problem. 
What if the problem is that people don’t 
like to be told that they’re doing some-
thing wrong? 

The time and effort spent telling 
people “something has to change” has 
begun to feel somewhat counterproduc-
tive. People are defensive of their life-
styles. It has become more about blam-
ing the problem on others, or assuring 
themselves that they aren’t the cause of 
the problem. Mosher’s approach is more 
successful. She doesn’t tell anyone that 
they should change their lifestyle; she 
just makes the problem real and visible. 
It affects people on a personal level to 
know what could happen to their work-
place, their favorite park, or their home. 
Closeness like this is what really moti-
vates change.

“It’s Burning Man, not 
Composting Dude”

(continued on 5)
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Global warming is a big problem in 
the world. Some people are trying to 
help by using solar panels, recycling, and 
composting. But there is a problem that 
isn’t getting enough attention and this is 
ocean pollution.

Fish and birds are eating a lot of 
plastic and in October 2006 Greenpeace 
released a report that said: “Every year 
about 300 billion pounds of plastic is 
made around the world. Less than 3.5% 
is reused. Our oceans contain 100 mil-
lion tons of plastic. For every living thing 
there are six times more plastic. Plastic 
is non-biodegradable, and it will never 
go away.” 

Clio Gevirtz says that her class 
learns about the ocean and everything 
that pollutes one of our most precious 
resources, the ocean.  But she also 
learns about what people do to help the 
ocean.  

But not everybody pollutes.  Clio 
says that her family picks up trash on 
the beach, in the parks, and everywhere 
else.  Their family also walks and bikes 
lots.  

But most recently, people have been 
more concerned about oil spills and their 
impact on the environment—the most 
recent ones being in San Francisco Bay 
Area and the Black Sea.

Plastic kills many sea creatures in 
different ways. They can get tangled up 
in plastic. If they eat plastic instead of 
food they will die of starvation. Birds 
can mistake plastic as fish eggs, and fish 
might mistake plastic as plankton. Plastic 
bags have been known to stick in whale’s 
blowholes, and they suffocate. 

Most people throw plastic in the 
trash, or sometimes on the ground; it is 
probably going to end up in the ocean 
and can kill a sea creature. 

PlastiC in 
the oCean

by SEBESTIAN KLEPPE, AGE 10  

of the land. That’s something we’re very 
proud of.” 

While no litter may remain on the 
playa, Burning Man has not addressed 
the entire trace of the event until this 
year: attempting to understand, calculate, 
and offset the entire carbon footprint of 
Burning Man is switching their entire 
fleet of generators from regular diesel to 
bio-diesel, organizing a city-wide recy-
cling program of lumber, and collect-
ing four 40-yard dumpsters of compost 
(including the Center Camp Café) from 
the event’s remains. 

Anne Kayser (who is known as 
Dragonfly at Burning Man), a 30-year 
old Foster City resident who has been 
attending the event for seven years, 
thinks this year’s theme is pivotal to the 
evolution of the event. 

“I’ve been worried the last couple 
years especially because Burning Man 
has been getting a lot of flak in the 
media,” she said. “All over the place it’s 
being hit for the impact the event cre-
ates. Which is true, yet at the same time 
you’ve got some of the most environ-
mentally conscious people in the world 
coming to one location.” 

While many burners like Kayser 
applaud Burning Man for taking a step in 
the right direction, others on the ePlaya, 
the official Burning Man forum, remain 
skeptical. MikeVDS commented, “I per-
sonally like the green theme, but only if I 
can be a hypocrite too ;-).”  Another user, 
Teo Del Fuego, replied, “Let’s get a giant 
inflatable Jolly Green Giant promotional 
statue and burn that!” 

Burning Man 2007 may not reach 
its goal of making Black rock City 
carbon-neutral, but more importantly, 
this year’s theme signifies the Burning 
Man community coming to grips with its 
own footprint.  On BurningMan.com’s 
Enviroblog, Price wrote, “Two years ago, 
we literally didn’t want to know, and now 
we’re taking it head on: the total climate 
change impact, or carbon footprint, of 

Burning Man 2007 is 27,000 TONS.”  
The calculation of the carbon foot-

print of Burning Man comes from The 
CoolingMan Project, which totaled 
emissions from participant travel, as 
well as on-playa emissions: power gen-
eration, art cars, fine art, and the Man. 
Since 2005, CoolingMan has collected 
donations from participants that acquire 
greenhouse gas offsets from renewable 
energy providers, such as CarbonFund.
org and Native Energy. 

This year, Price says Burning Man 
is fully embracing the “Leave No Trace” 
ethic by working with CoolingMan 
to calculate, and offset greenhouse gas 
emissions.  “We’re doing a comprehen-
sive environmental analysis of the event 
so that we can better understand what 
that footprint is and how much is miti-
gated, but we don’t know that total until 
afterward,” he said. 

However, there is one ritual at 
Burning Man that remains the exception 
to the greening of the fest. While not 
all burners may praise the theme, this is 
something for all of them to be happy 
about: the Man is here to stay. 

In Price’s words: “It’s Burning Man, 
not Composting Dude.” 

(Burning—continued from 4)
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Have you ever thought you had too 
much homework? Students at Herbert 
Hoover Middle School think teach-
ers load it on! Seventh-grader Sam 
McClure says, “I think kids have too 
much homework and need more time to 
chill with their friends.” A recent study 
at University of Michigan compared the 
amount of homework in 1987 to 1997. 
The results were shocking! Homework 
done by children aged 9 to 11 increased 
from two hours to almost three and a 
half hours!  Seventh grade teacher renee 
Swayze at Horner Junior High says, 
“Kids do have too much homework, but 
complain too much.” “Time must be put 
to good use. Sadly, most students have 
difficulty using 5-10 minute class work 

periods wisely.” Many kids do complain 
about homework because they don’t have 
enough time. From music lessons to 
sports to extra-curricular activities, kids 
can barely keep up. 

Why do we need homework? 
Kids need a way to learn. Without 
homework children would not be able 
to work and learn independently. Some 
kids are visual learners and don’t always 
remember what teachers say during class.  
Also, the homework load varies with 
age. Professor Jay Phelan at UCLA 
says, “I have read some reports showing 
that fifth grade and below there was 
no relationship between how much 
homework a kid does and how well they 
perform. And prior to high school, even 

when it does help, the benefits are not 
great.” Also, University of Missouri’s 
psychology professor Harris Cooper says, 
“For children in grades kindergarten 
through second grade, homework is most 
effective when it does not exceed 10-20 
minutes a day.” Apparently, less is more. 
“Sometimes I feel stressed out by the 
homework because none of the teachers 
understand how much homework we 
get,” says Zoe Bien-Mueller, seventh-
grader at Hoover Middle School. Experts 
do say homework can positively affect a 
student’s grade. But many students are 
still left to cope with a huge, boring 
homework load.  Kids wonder, “Does 
anyone even care?”

The Truth About Homework
by SIMONE ENDErLIN,  AGE 12  

It is in my general opinion – and 
brace yourselves, this may come 
as a shock – that it may not be 
the most cost-effective solution 
to use as much electricity as you 
can in one 24-hour period in an 
effort to promote the conserva-
tion of said electricity. 

Be that as it may, it does call 
for one heck of a concert. 

The Live Earth concert 
event, a global attraction featur-
ing the likes of the Beastie Boys, Jack 
Johnson, KT Tunstall, Snoop Dog, The 
red Hot Chili Peppers, Wolfmother, 
Damien rice, and many more, will surely 
go down in history as the world’s largest 
concert – and publicity stunt. In a push 
to raise awareness of climate change, 
the concert was held in nine different 
venues worldwide, broadcast in over 120 

countries, and reached billions of hearts 
(or ears, rather). 

The Live Earth Organization is 
clearly well intentioned—headed by 
former Vice President Al Gore, the 
unofficial president of the movement. 
Furthermore, the organization was co-
founded in partnership with Kevin Wall, 
former producer of the similarly humani-

tarian Live 8 concerts, yet another 
icon in the global reconstruction 
community. 

However, similar to any 
autonomous community, these 
“Green Movement” idols seem to 
hold supreme power within the 
community. Their many dona-
tions and endorsements give them 
a divine quality in the eyes of their 
followers–one that invests them 
with the power to lead millions 

into any direction they please. Of course, 
although we trust that the money raised 
is not funding a silver backyard pool 
filled with molten gold and diamond 
powder—it may be important to play 
the devil’s advocate and, for the sake of 
the argument, examine the extremes. So, 
allow me to briefly explain to you my 

live earth: PG&e Payday 
by KENNY POLYAK, AGE 17

(continued on 7)

Courtesy of kadmusarts.com



theory on the “goody-bag” bribe: 
Exhibit A: Childhood Birthday 

Parties—a classic example, one that 
inevitably brings out the “shallow brat” 
in all of us.  Example: say you’re invited 
to the party of that kid who always steals 
your raisins; say his parents are vegetar-
ian, and all they’ll be serving is kosher 
vegan pizza; say the party will frontline 
a “water” disappearing act; SAY after the 
party, the kids will be handed a mysteri-
ous bag filled with candies and knick-
knacks. Well then, my friends, it is easy 
to say what a ten-year old sugar addict 
will decide. 

My point is, despite the evident 
imperfections and flaws, anyone can be 
wooed into following an opinion, as long 
as there is sufficient return. Of course, a 
concert can serve as a great demonstra-
tion of gratitude, but it can also be, for 
the less ethically inclined, a means of 
bribery. 

Now that I have completely 
destroyed any credibility that I may have 
had, thanks to my utterly blasphemous 
remarks, on to the more sensible discus-
sion. The aforementioned concert, which 
was, let us agree, a form of advertise-
ment, consumed over 5 billion kilowatts 
per hour.  Had this been a promotion 
for a new source of infinite electricity 
found on Mars, perhaps less speculation 
would arise from such a high PG&E bill. 
However, since the concert was a promo-
tion for the health and maintenance of 
our deteriorating Earth, one cannot help 
but consider the obvious hypocrisy of 
the event. 

“The total carbon footprint of the 
event, taking into account the artists’ and 
spectators’ travel to the concert, and the 
energy consumption on the day, is likely 
to be at least 31,500 tonnes (metric tons) 
of carbon emissions,” according to John 
Buckley of carbonfootprint.com, who 
specializes in such calculations. 

The event also set a new record 
for online entertainment by generating 

more than 9 million streams (while its 
television ratings were rather dismal, 
struggling to out-rate an American Idol 
re-run). With an average amount of 0.43 
kg of carbon dioxide emitted for each 
kilowatt/hour of electricity, each and 
every computer tuned on this showcase 
about saving the Earth played a role in 
destroying it. 

Again, to drive the point clearly, 
a worldwide concert must be the most 
effective way to send a message across 
to billions of people in one day; though, 
to avoid such a demonstration of hypoc-
risy, perhaps they should have had, say, 
a worldwide “Sit-in-your room-in-the-
dark day.” The trouble is, we live in 
a dangerously commercial environment, 
one where you can’t take a step outside 
your own front door without being heck-
led by a local amateur lemonade vendor. 
Perhaps the money spent and carbon 
emitted was worth the publicity of such 
an important issue – or maybe such 
organizations should hire better event 
coordinators. 
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The war started in March of 2003.  The 
war so far has cost more than a billion 
dollars. The war’s goal was to eliminate 
dangerous weapons in Iraq. Another goal 
was to remove Iraq’s leader, Saddam 
Hussein.  Now, in 2007, the war is still 
going on. President George W. Bush 
promised to keep up the fight. “If I didn’t 
believe we could succeed, I wouldn’t have 
put those kids there,” President Bush 
says of U.S Soldiers.  I think the war is 
bad because too many people are dying.  
Many people die in Iraq because of tanks 
and grenades.

the war in iraq
by YOUCEF BENCHOHrA, AGE 6

(PG&E—continued from 6)

arts & entertainMent

The eye-opening exhibit at San 
Francisco’s Museum of Modern Art 
(SFMOMA) is a feast for the eyes and 
mind.  As soon as you step out of the 
elevator you are immediately confronted 
with a bright orange light.  After your 
eyes adjust and you look around, a blue 
doorway draws you in.  When you step 
into the cool, blue doorway a subtle sur-
prise awaits you.

The artist Olafur Eliasson, created 
this visual feast with LED’s, mirrors, 
water, and several other materials.

“I thought it was a new approach to 

light installations,” said rosa Boshier. “It 
was also really cool.”

The installation, which runs through 
February 24, 2008, is packed with people, 
thousands every weekend.

ronald Chase, Director of San 
Francisco Art and Film for Teens, states 
his opinion, “The way he constructed 
it was very well done.  Did you see the 
Water Wall?”

This art show is interesting, intri-
cate, and different from anything I’ve 
ever seen.  When you see it, you won’t 
stop talking about it.

icelandic artist Moves audience 
with outstanding approach 

to different Mediums
by IVY BINNS, AGE 14
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The date: April 19, 2007
The place: Bellevue, Wash.
The problem: Wizards of the Coast, 

owner and publisher of the popular 
Dungeons & Dragons role-playing game 
(henceforth D&D), announces its deci-
sion to cease its license agreement with 
Paizo publishing, pub-
lishers of the long-term 
official D&D magazines 
Dungeon and Dragon. The 
final issue of both publi-
cations will be the September 2007 issue. 
Dungeon and Dragon magazines both 
have impressive legacies, being roughly 
20 and 30 years old, respectively. These 
publications have been in existence longer 
than Paizo and Wizards of the Coast.

Fans were outraged. The publica-

draGon
by OTTO PIPPENGEr, AGE 13

the y ’re BaCk
(Them?! Again?!) 

by EVAN GrEENWALD, AGE 14

Pretend you’re at the Oakland Coliseum. 
It’s a full house. There’s not an empty 
seat in the perimeter of the place. The 
natural light of the sun is fading and the 
floodlights are getting brighter—but not 
too bright. Soon three men walk from 
under the stage and an electric guitar 
riff replaces the chatter of the audience. 
Under the music you can hear as many as 
thousands cheering. The Police are back 
after 21 years, and the fans want to let 
the band know they’re glad to have them.  
But they’re not the only ones.  

It’s 2007 and for some reason, maybe 
by medieval curse, or, less likely, some 
sort of pop-culture fad, bands are coming 
back from the dead. Some that have been 
most embraced, or rejected, by the media 
include the aforementioned Police, the 

tions’ closure meant an unexpected end 
to what many people have considered 
an immortal and important tradition, as 
well as an important part of their lives. 
To quote the mail from Mathew Palmer 
in issue 357 ( July 2007) of Dragon “I’ll 
always remember Dragon.”

Despite Wizards of the Coasts’ 
claims that new (official) material will 
be published online (largely replacing the 
void left by Dragon) with similar content 
in the form of a “Digital Initiative,” 
only Gleemax has appeared — a rather 
unpopular, neon green and black “Online 

Initiative” apparently targeted at 8-15 
year olds and not the often older fans 
of D&D. 

Lisa Stevens, Paizo CEO, said in 
a website announcement that they had 
been given a “generous” 10 month notice. 
Her company and Wizards of the Coast, 

have been largely silent 
on the actual business 
reasons for the cancel-
lation.

Scott rousse, senior 
brand manager said in a news article 
released online shortly after the initial 
announcement that they had planned and 
deliberated for months before announcing 
their decision.

In the same article, Bill Slavicsek, 

“There was no single contributing factor to the business 
decision that Wizards of The Coast made in not renewing the 

license for the magazines”

(continued on 9)

Smashing Pumpkins, rage Against the 
Machine, The Who, the Spice Girls, 
Van Halen (although they canceled their 
reunion tour, to the dismay of fans every-
where), Genesis, and the Stooges. 

For years and years, bands who had 
claimed their end have reappeared to 
release an album and to maybe go on 
tour. But why so many in one year? 

“I think people are starting to look 
back at where their favorite modern 
bands got their ideas,” says a Marin 
Co. music expert who prefers to remain 
anonymous. “And because of that, the 
bands who have been rooted to the new 
music have found out about this, and 
want to give their new fans a blast from 
the past.  Does that make sense?” 

Yes, it does. Even popular bands are 
looking back at old bands for inspiration.  
Wolfmother, for example, has a sound 
largely based around Black Sabbath and 
Led Zeppelin styled riffage, or rose Hill 
Drive, who draw inspiration from Cream 
and AC/DC. 

So, with that said, it must be natural, 
(or supernatural) that popular bands are 
deciding to come back. Yes, Billy Corgan 
and Jimmy Chamberlin are the only two 
original members of the Pumpkins back 
for the reunion, but it’s the fact that 
they’re back that really matters. Siamese 
Dream was really just those two anyway. 
And nearly the same goes for The Who. 
Yes, it’s only Daltrey and Townshend, 
but the other two original band members 
died a while ago, so even if they wanted 
to come back, they don’t have much 
choice. 
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r&D director for D&D games, and 
former editor-in-chief of Dragon and 
Dungeon magazines said, “Yesterday was 
sad, but it was exciting too. It’s exciting 
because I know something that you don’t 
as of yet. I know what happens next. And 
I can’t wait to share that with you in all 
its glory. But I can’t do that today. There 
are business reasons, of course, and also 
practical reasons.  To be frank, we’re still 
finalizing some of the details.”

Community liaison “Gamer_Zer0” 
who is in actuality Community Manager, 
Mike Lescault has stated on the forums 
for the Wizards of The Coast website, 
“We haven’t announced a release date 
yet and I’m not really able to hint by 
saying weeks, months, years, etc. Sorry!” 
and, “We haven’t announced any features 
yet.”

Features of the “Digital Initiative” 
will include the continuation of some 

regular articles, some user customization, 
under free and premium user agree-
ments.

“There was no single contribut-
ing factor to the business decision that 
Wizards of The Coast made in not 
renewing the license for the magazines,” 
Lescault said that.

According to him, online publish-
ing is more cost effective than print; 
fans don’t care. But, Jason of Clinton 
Township, MI wrote in a letter to Dragon 
(issue 357), “I want the hardcopies. I like 
to sit on the couch and peruse the latest 
issue while my wife complains about who 
kissed who on Grey’s Anatomy.”

Most fans disapprove of the decision, 
at least on the official site forums, where 
there was an overwhelming amount of 
response. The Paizo forums were hardly 
silent as well.

Many voice opinions to the effect of, 
“I’d pay extra for print” and “Why not 

print AND have a Digital Initiative?” 
After the initial announcement of the 
cancellation, Wizards community mod-
erators banned starting new complaint 
threads (they had become unmanageable) 
and also posted a reminder that swearing 
was not allowed on the forums. They 
issued a forum-wide announcement that 
Wizards forums were not to be used as 
advertisements or recruiting tools for 
boycotts.

Paizo will publish several new prod-
ucts, most notably Pathfinder, a monthly 
bound 96-page hardcover adventure path 
designed to roughly replace Dungeon 
and Dragon in terms of adventures and 
general articles (as well as sales). The 
downside? Pathfinder will lack official 
licensing. That means many non-hobby, 
mainstream stores (such as Borders and 
Barnes & Noble) are not expected to 
carry the publication. 

Mark smith: It took us about one year 
to make it.  We introduce a new version 
every year and it takes us about one year 
to develop Madden Football.

ae: Do you like football yourself?
Ms: Yes, I like it.  I play the game some-
times but I also like to play other video 
games.

ae: What got you into making video 
games?
Ms: Well, when I was about seven to 
eight years old, I started playing video 
games and just loved to play them.  Then 
after playing the games, my father bought 
me a computer.  I started playing more 
games, and my friend showed me how I 
can write simple programs on the PC.  I 
really liked doing this work and wanted 
to make this my job.

ae: What is it that you would want 
people to know about your game that will 
make them buy it?
Ms: First of all, that it is the most 

advanced football game on the market.  
When people play this game, they will 
notice that the way the game is played is 
very much like watching football on TV.

From my experience playing Madden 
2008 on the Playstation 2, I agree with 
Mark that the game is very much like 
watching football on TV – only more 
fun.

I’m writing about Madden Football 2008, 
a popular videogame for many platforms. 
I wanted to find out how and why 
Electronic Arts (EA) made the game.

I spoke with Mark Smith, a software 
developer at EA Sports—the division 
of EA that makes the Madden Football 
games.  Below is the interview with Mr. 
Smith:

alexander epstein: How long did it take 
to make it?

(Dragon—continued from 8)

Interview with 
Developer of Madden 

Football 2008 
by ALExANDEr EPSTEIN, AGE 8

Bay-Farer advisors
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These are some good restaurants that 
are rEALLY good.  However, some 
people might think that I should have 
picked other restaurants to review.  Clio 
Gevirtz, a writing buddy, says that she 
likes Buckhorn Grill because of the great 
tri-tip and cool ways of letting you know 
when your food is ready.  My four-year-
old brother Pablo says that he enjoys 
watching our food being made at a res-
taurant.  I like to savor the great food.

My list of restaurants:
(In order of appearance)

1) Arlequin
2) Burger Joint
3) Out the Door
4) Ti Couz
5) Mission Pie

arlequin

hours:  Mon.-Fri. 8AM-7PM Sat. 
9AM-7PM Sun. 9AM-6PM
location: 385 Hayes Street

Arlequin has some really yummy 
food like the delicious grilled Pear and 
Bacon panini sandwich; same goes for the 
Mushroom and Sage one.  Try the Fruit 
Scones and the decadent Homemade 
Quilted Chips.

You can eat outside on their patio 
or in their newly remodeled restaurant.  
After a visit to the main library, head to 
Arlequin for a deliciously greasy meal!

Also try: ‘Wichcraft

BurGer Joint

Cuisine: American
hours: Mon.-Sun. 11AM-11PM
location: 807 Valencia Street and 700 
Haight Street
Burger Joint is a fun, fast, and yummy 
place to get all-American hot dogs, 

cheeseburgers, and garden burgers.  The 
cheeseburgers with onions and lettuce are 
really good (they are made with Niman 
ranch beef ).

Their milkshakes are made with 
Double rainbow ice cream and are avail-
able in chocolate, strawberry and vanilla.  
On the walls there is 50’s black and 
white pop art work.  Local architect 
Scott Ellsworth designed the restaurant.  
Burger Joint is a great place to grab your-
self a burger and maybe a milkshake and 
enjoy a good meal!

Also try: Taylor’s refresher

out the door/slanted door

Cuisine: Vietnamese
hours: Westfield Shopping Centre: 
Mon.-Wed. 10AM-6PM
Ferry Plaza: Sat. 8AM-5PM
locations: Westfield Shopping Centre, 
865 Market Street and Ferry Plaza, 2 
Ferry Plaza

Out the Door and Slanted Door 
are very similar.  They share a kitchen, 
but Out the Door is just to go. Try the 
chicken buns and the fresh spring rolls 
with the sweet peanut sauce.  The spring 

rolls have pork, shrimp, and clear noo-
dles.  The chicken buns look like pillows 
of dough with chicken, green onion, and 
mushrooms inside.  Amid the loud and 
erratic downtown experience, Out the 
Door and Slanted Door are noisy but the 
food is not.  It is almost peaceful.

ti Couz

Cuisine: French
hours: Mon. and Fri. 11AM-11PM, 
Tues.-Thurs. 5PM-11PM Sat. 10AM-
11PM
location: 3018 16th Street

Ti Couz’s atmosphere is cozy and 
pleasant.  My favorite savory crepe is 
the spinach and mushroom one.  My 
favorite sweet crepe is strawberry and 
nutella.  Their soups are exceptionally 
good, including the French onion soup.  
Unfortunately, they do not do take-out.

On a cold day, a bowl of French 
onion soup and a crepe will really perk 
you up.

Also try: Crepes-A-Go-Go

Mission Pie

hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7AM-9PM, Fri. 
7AM-10PM, Sat. 8AM-10PM, Sun. 
8AM-9PM
location: 2901 Mission Street

Mission Pie is not like any other 
pie shop.  They don’t import their fruit.  
Instead they use seasonal fruit and 
veggies from a local farm, Pie ranch.  
Mission High students pick the product.  
Then they ship it to the shop where they 
make delicious pies.

The pies vary from season to sea-
son.  For instance, they now have apple, 
pumpkin, and cranberry.  Although the 
shop is small, the food is great.

Also try: Peasant Pie

Five restaurants in san Francisco you should Go to 
by OLIVE LOPEZ, AGE 10   
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“My favorite costume I saw was a sock 
monkey,” says ten-year-old Elizabeth. “It 
was complete with a tail and everything!”  
This is one of Elizabeth’s favorite memo-
ries from this past Halloween. 

Belvedere Street in San Francisco’s 
Cole Valley is known for amazing deco-
rations and rowdy crowds.  If you want 
lots of good candy and a more controlled 
environment, go to Presidio Heights! 

I was there, and I saw the coolest 
decorations! There was one house that 
had a blinding strobe light and realistic-
looking corpses. Also, some places gave 
out whole bars of candy, and I saw one 
that gave away hula-hoops!

Other good trick-or-treating places 
in San Francisco are Noe Valley and 
Bernal Heights. Even though those plac-
es aren’t as famous as Belvedere Street, 
they still offer lots of fun! 

 “Bernal Heights is a really cool 
place to trick-or-treat. They have this 
awesome haunted house, and all of the 
people are really nice and give out lots 
of candy!” says Olive, age 10, a qualified 
trick-or-treater.

Good techniques to get lots of candy 
might be a bit harder to think up. A good 
one I’ve heard from my friends, Isabel 
and Zada, is to dress in layers. After you 
pass a block, simply take off the top layer 
and you’re good for another pass!

Now, with Christmas coming, who 
knows what will happen! About three 
days after Halloween, I saw a house near 
my school, on Pacific Avenue, decorated 
with plastic candy canes as well as spider 
webbing! 

As for “most wanted presents,” 
everyone wants the Nintendo Wii and 
the iPod Nano. However, few people 

Beowulf is a 2007 animated film adap-
tation, based on the novel I’ve read 
with the same title. The cast includes 
ray Winston, Anthony Hopkins, robin 
Wright Penn, Alison Lohman, John 
Malkovich, Crispin Glover, Brendan 
Gleeson, and Angelina Jolie.

I think that the movie was great! 
Even though it was very different from 
the book, it still was good. I interviewed 
three people to say what they thought. 
They were Stephanie Kaci, Annie Morsi, 

Merry Christmas 
to all and to all a 

Good Fright! 
by CLIO GEVIrTZ, AGE 10

BeowulF ’s 
inCrediBle reviews

by AMINA BENKHELOUF, AGE 13

White Peppermint
Hot Chocolate

know the smaller, cheaper presents that 
no kid will know about and that they also 
will love. Boys, ages eight to eleven, and 
probably more, might like the Virtual 
Distance Football, that measures how far 
you throw it. Eight to eleven-year-old 
girls however, might like the MiniJam 
MP3 Guitar, which will let you chose 
from four guitar styles with separate 
tempo and pitch controls. Everyone var-
ies, however, and the whole family might 
enjoy the puzzling puzzle of the rubik’s 
cube.

On another front, everyone will be 
cold and weary when they come home 
from a cold day of skiing, so why not 
have a hot cup of White Peppermint Hot 
Chocolate from about.com? It’s easy to 
make, and from the minty-ness, it’ll wake 
you up, ready to hit the slopes again! 

ingredients:
•	 8	oz	white	chocolate,	chopped
•	 3	½	cups	milk
•	 6	 hard	 peppermint	 candies,	

crushed fine
•	 ½	tsp	peppermint	extract
•	 2/3	cup	whipping	cream

Preparation:
Beat chilled cream with crushed 

mints until stiff peaks form. refrigerate 
for about an hour. Meanwhile, heat 
milk to a simmer, them mix in choco-
late. Whisk until chocolate is melted 
and smooth. Add mint extract and stir 
through.

Pour into mugs and top with minty 
whipped cream.

Serves four.

and Stacy Elattar.
Stephanie Kaci said, “I liked the 

movie a lot. Whoever read the book 
should also watch the movie. Even though 
there are lots of differences between the 
book and the movie, I still liked it a lot. I 
would rate this movie a B+.”

Annie Morsi said, “I like this movie 
and all, but I don’t like the way they 
changed so many things from the book. 
Despite this, it is still a great movie, so I 

(continued on 14)
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Nighty-Nightmare is part of the Bunnicula 
series. It’s about the adventures of the 
Monroe family pets. It is the fourth book 
in the series. 

Harold is a dog; he’s the narrator 
and one of the main characters. Chester 
is a sneaky cat that escapes in the middle 
of the night from the dogs. Bunnicula is 
a vampire bunny that sucks juice from 
tomatoes, zucchinis, and other plants. 
Howie is a daschund puppy.  These are 
the pets of the Monroe family. 

This book is about the Monroes 
going on their first camping trip. On the 
way to the lake, they meet Spud, Bud, 
and Dawg. Spud and Bud are people and 
Dawg is a dog. At night the Monroes, 
Spud, Bud, and Dawg take a walk in the 
woods. The pets get lost in the woods. 
They find a house that looks like a man-
sion, and Chester tells a scary story. This 
story is about how Bunnicula came to 
America. This story was scary because 
there were a lot of vampires. 

I liked this book because it had a 
scary story. It gave me nightmares for 
three nights in a row. I would recom-
mend it to people that like scary stories. 

The blazing sun hits everybody at 98 
degrees Fahrenheit during the summer, 
between May 24th and August 22nd.  
During the winter it snows and every-
body is having the time of their lives.  In 
the summer the place is on fire. People 
go out to the beach and to the Sahara 
Desert.

Algeria is the second biggest country 
in Africa after Sudan.  Algeria is known 
for the Sahara Desert, how many diverse 
people there are, and how much they are 
into their culture and religion.  

The president of Algeria is Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika.  Algeria is a member of the 
United Nations, African Union, Arab 
League, and OPEC. 

Algerian tradition is very unique 
and fascinating.  The weddings last for 
three days.  The brides put on Henna, a 
North African tradition, and have coscos 
for their big feast.  During ramadan 
everyone fasts for a month and every day 
they keep their fasts until sunset.  The 
day of Eid everybody goes outside shop-

ping for their clothes and shoes.  On 
that day of Eid, the kids go to people’s 
houses and the owners of the houses 
would give them a treat. relatives visit 
each other, have dinner with each other, 
and socialize.

Last time I went to Algeria I cried 
when I came back to the United States.  
I missed all my relatives and my country 
because I am most comfortable there and 
because it is my home country. You never 
have to worry about getting cold unless 
it’s winter. Everybody there is very lively 
and energetic. There was not one day in 
Algeria when I was bored. All my cousins 
played with me and my aunties would 
take me outside to the beach or to other 
peoples’ houses.  People there were very 
nice and hospitable. 

Overall, my time in Algeria was 
the greatest. I am going to cherish the  
memories of Algeria and the events that 
happened. 

niGhty-
niGhtMare

by NOLAN UNG, AGE 9

algeria 
by HANIN BENCHOHrA, AGE 13
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I’m Sereen Benchohra and I am writing 
about John James Audubon.  I heard 
about Audubon’s bird paintings from my 
teacher, Ms. Pappa’s, read Aloud.  

Audubon was born in Les Cayes, 
Haiti (then called Saint Domingue).  
According to the read Aloud, Audubon 
had a student.  Audubon is an immigrant 
to the United States.  Audubon has 
painted many kinds of birds and sells the 
paintings to people who can afford them. 
He paints the birds by first shooting 
them, then stuffing them up to the right 
pose, and then he starts painting. 

I like Audubon because he paints 
birds, and birds are different from 
humans. I like his paintings because they 
look real and they’re all different kinds 
of birds. He paints them in different 
poses—for example, a bird playing with 
another bird. He died on January 27, 
1851 in New York.

the Birdman 
by SErEEN BENCHOHrA, AGE 9

Dream Team in Championships 
by NATALIE JACOBSON, AGE 9

ProFile

It was the first time my soccer team, 
The Dream Team, had ever gone to the 
championships. “I felt very happy when 
we went to the championships. I think 
the players deserved to go,” said coach 
Hakim.

Before the championships, the teams 
were first split into five different divi-
sions. The referees watched to see how 
well the different teams played during 
qualifiers, since that was how they put 
the teams into divisions. My team had a 
rough start. We lost two games and then 
we won one. Then, we tied two games 

and lost the others. We were put into the 
third division. First was the best.

When we found out what division 
we were in, we were extremely excited 
because the third division isn’t too bad. 
My coach was also excited.  “It’s like my 
passion, my specialty.  I would love to 
coach soccer skills to children,” Hakim 
said.

In the third division, we first played 
The rebels.  We beat them 1-0.  Then 
we played The Force.  They were pretty 
good, but we tied.  Both of those games 
were thirty minutes long.  If you win a 

game you get three points.  If you tie, you 
get one point, and if you lose you don’t 
get any.  The next Saturday we played 
The Force and then The rebels.  We tied 
and then won again.  In all, we ended the 
season with eight points.

While this was going on, three other 
teams were playing in the third division.  
The two teams who had the most points 
went to the championship game for first 
place.  Those teams were The Olympic 
Marseilles and my team, The Dream 
Team.  We tied in the championship 
game, so both teams came in first place.

Courtesy of mncstudio.com



rate it a B+.”
Stacy Elattar said, “Even though I 

have never read the book before, I decid-
ed I should because I loved this movie. 
It was great. When I was going to the 
movie I was kind of worried about see-
ing it because all it really looked like on 
the commercials were gore and fighting, 
but after I watched it I knew that there 
was a story behind all this fighting and 
destroying Grendel and his treacherous 
mother. I would rate this movie an A-.”

The story is about a monster that 

invades a castle, and everyone who 
tries to fight it is eaten or killed by it. 
Then a man named Beowulf comes, and 
nobody thinks he can kill the monster 
that invades King Hrothgar’s castle every 
night, but they are willing to give him a 
chance to face him. He ends up killing 
the monster (Grendel). Now everyone 
is praising Beowulf for being this great 
guy, but all of a sudden Grendel’s mother 
comes and finds out that her son is dead. 
Now she wants revenge on Beowulf. Will 
Beowulf defeat Grendel’s mother? Watch 
the movie and find out!

 Page 14 sPorts & sCou ts

Girl Scout cookieS               

by LYDIA TANG, AGE 8

Have you ever been a Girl Scout?  
During December through March you 
have the opportunity to buy Girl Scout 
cookies.  They sell different types of 
cookies, some called All Abouts, Do-si-
Dos, Tagalongs, Samoas, Thin Mints, 
Little Brownies, Shortbread, Lemon 
Coolers, Café Cookies, Thanks-a-lot, 
Cartwheels, and Lemonades.  Girl 
Scouts earn toys from selling cookies.  If 

they sell a lot of cookies they get lots of 
prizes.  Last year I sold a thousand boxes 
of cookies, and I got many prizes, (e.g. 
an iPod Nano, and a magnet board).  

According to Ivy Binns, a Senior 
Girl Scout, “It’s fun to help people,” 
and that’s why she joined.  Ivy says that 
when she was eight she joined the Girl 
Scouts; then the troop split up so she 
joined a different troop at age 13.

Bill Gates is one of the world’s richest 
people.  He has the most valuable com-
puter software company.  He also has 
about $50 billion.  

Bill Gates became a billionaire in 
1986, and he has been very generous with 
his fortune.  As we know, he has donated 
billions of dollars to health care, libraries, 
and education.  

Bill Gates does not have a cell phone 
or an iPod.  He doesn’t carry a wallet with 
him even though he is the richest man on 
the face of earth. 

Cub Scouts is a group of boys that do 
different activities. It starts from six years 
old and finishes at ten years old. Cub 
Scouts help the homeless by collecting 
canned food. Other activities are hiking, 
camping, Pine Wood Derby, den meet-
ings, and pack meetings.

I joined Cub Scouts because it is 
fun. My favorite activities are camping, 
hiking, and bowling. Other boys like 
Cub Scouts, as well. This month the 
Cub Scouts are selling wreaths. Once a 
year we sell wreaths. Cub Scouts are in a 
competition with the Boy Scouts to see 
who can sell the most wreaths. 

Jason is my mom’s friend’s son. He 
is a Bear, which is the third level in 
Cub Scouts. Jason liked all the activities 
because all the activities are interest-

Bill Gates               
by MOHAMED BENKHELOUF, 

AGE 10

Cub scouts like 
arrow-shooting 

by CHrISTOPHEr NGO, 
AGE 8

ProFile

(Beowulf—continued from 11)

(continued on 15)
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ing. When I asked Jason about arrow-
shooting, he said, “You get to aim and 
hold your target.” My favorite activity is 
bowling. People join Cub Scouts because 
the things we do are really fun. I hope I 
can stay in Cub Scouts so I can become 
an Eagle Scout.

If you want to join, the Cub Scouts 
meet Fridays inside St. Anne’s.

Soccer is the most popular sport in 
the world. It was invented in 1863. 
Soccer is governed by the Fédération 
Internationale de Football Association 
(FIFA). Most of the world calls soccer 
“football.” Every four years there is a 
World Cup tournament, where the top 
national teams compete to see who is 
the best.   

Pelé is the best soccer player ever 
to live. He was born October 23, 1940. 
Pelé played for the Brazilian national 
soccer team from 1957 to 1971. The club 
he played for was Santos, and he played 
there from 1956 to 1974. Afterwards, 
Pelé played for the New York Cosmos. 
The reason he played for the Cosmos 
was because the United States was not 
into soccer, and he thought if he played 
there, people in the USA would like soc-
cer more. Pelé sadly retired at the age of 
37, in 1977.    

recently, a 25-year-old San Francisco 
resident asked me “What do Cub Scouts 
do?”  Since many San Franciscans proba-
bly don’t know, and since I’ve been doing 
it for five years, I will tell you.  

In the Cub Scouts, we do a lot of 
things, such as camping, hiking, and 
community service.  We spend a lot of 
time doing these things.

While I like hiking and camping 
best, maybe the most important thing we 
do is community service. We clean the 
beaches, and we do the ‘Scout for Food’ 
program, which helps food banks give 
food to people that don’t have enough to 
eat so that they don’t starve to death in 
winter.  We do these things because we 
like to help everyone in San Francisco.  
We clean up the beach because if we 
don’t, the birds would get stuck in plastic 
soda can holders. The ocean would also 

get very dirty.  We also clean up nails. 
When people have bonfires they often 
leave the nails in the wood; we recently 
cleaned up more than 100 nails.  We also 
plant trees so that the air will be clean.  If 
there were no trees, the air would be very 
bad. Everyone in my pack said afterwards 
that they had a lot of fun.

My favorite Cub Scout activity was 
when we went to Hawk Hill in Marin.  
We went hawk walking, and afterwards 
we walked around the hill and helped 
clean up garbage. We saw a turkey vul-
ture, peregrine falcons, a red shoulder 
hawk, and a red tail hawk. Along the 
way we also saw a monarch butterfly, a 
ladybug, and an interesting lizard that 
had spikes on his back.

By doing all these things, Cub 
Scouts help boys learn how to be good 
adults when they grow up.

(Arrow—continued from 15)
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