826 VALENCIA—SUMMER 2009 WORKSHOPS

All classes are taught by working professionals. All classes are free. All classes require advance registration. Email workshops @826valencia.com
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BEST AMERICAN NONREQUIRED READING

Taught by Dave Eggers
Sorry, this session is closed.
Tuesdays, 6:00-8:00 pu

Publisher Houghton-Mifflin has contracted 826
Valencia to compile The Best American Nonrequired
Reading, a yearly collection of fiction, essays, com-
ics, and journalism geared for readers under age 25
(although read by just about anyone). Every week, a
student committee meets to gather possible material
from national periodicals and discuss it.

*
REIMAGING MYTHS AND FAIRYTALES

Taught by Maddie Oatman
Limited to 12 students, ages 11-14
April 19, 26 & May 10

Sundays, 12:00-2:00 pm

We've all heard of Cinderella as the humble kitchen
maid whose fairy godmother transports her to a realm
of glamour, glass slippers, ticking clocks and enchanted
vegetables. But what if Cinderella is not the angel we
always thought she was? What if her fairy godmother
is a master of deception? Maybe her stepsisters have
had their own share of suffering. In this workshop
we will learn about the elements that make up myths
and fairytales, and we’ll also read examples of how
writers have reinvented popular stories, often turning
them upside down or adding unexpected twists. Each
student will then select one myth or fairytale and
create his or her new version of the story, and the class
collection will be compiled intoan illustrated chapbook of
modern myths.

THE DAILY OBSERVER

Taught by Susanna Kittridge
Limited to 12students, ages 11-13
April 4,11, 18, 25

Saturdays from 12:30-2:00 pm

Have you ever been struck by something you saw on
your way home from school? Maybe you saw a strange
old man at the bus stop sorting through his plastic
bag collection, and you wondered what his story was.
Maybe you noticed a splotch of paint on the sidewalk
that reminded you of a rabbit about to jump. Or maybe
you were struck by the beauty of the afternoon light
on the palm trees in Dolores Park. To make our fiction
realistic and our poems vivid, creative writers must
become detailed observers of the real world around
us— like newspaper reporters gathering facts to set
the scene. Part of this workshop (weather permitting)
will be a walk around the block to observe (and write
about!) 826’s neighborhood, so come prepared to spend
a little bit of time outside. At the end of the workshop,
everyone will get a copy of our “newspaper” with our
poems and stories for the “articles.”

*

ON THE OUTSIDE LOOKING IN

Taught by Eugenie Howard-Jobnston and Cherylle Taylor
Limited to 12 students, ages 10-14

April 9, 16, 23, 30, & May 7

Thursdays, 6:00-8:00 pm

What does your neighborhood mean to you? What does
the word “family” mean to you? Do you look at famil-
iar places and familiar people and ever wonder what
other people see? In this workshop, students will work
with 826 staff members to document their lives with
photographs and text over a period of six weeks. Inspired
by the Migdalia Valdes exhibition at the Intersection of
the Arts, students will take photographs of themselves
and their “adopted families” in the workshop and, whilst

developing new friendships, will also develop

. photographs and text that depict their life in the
Mission District of San Francisco. The photos and
¢ writings will be compiled into a stunning book that will

go on sale through 826 Valencia and online.
*

THE VALENCIA BAY-FARER ISSUE #26

Taught by Journalism Professionals
¢ Limited to 20 students, ages 8—14

April 22, 29, May 6, 13
Wednesdays, 6:00-8:00 pu

¢ Do you have tons of opinions you want to express, but
¢ don’t have an outlet? Do you know an amazing person
¢ that you'd like to interview? Have you ever thought

about reviewing movies? Do you have a passion for
the news? Are you a cartoonist or illustrator? Then
here’s your chance to be published in a newspaper and

¢ have your words or drawings seen by a community of
© people. Come join the staff of the 826 Valencia

Bay-farer, a newspaper written entirely by students and
read by everyone!

*

~ TELLING IT LIKE I'T WAS

Taught by Daniel Brownstein
Limited to 8 students, ages 10-14
June 14, June 21, June 28, July 12, July 19

o Sundays, 12:00-2:00 pm

. Have you heard a story you want to pass on? Do you

prefer talking to writing? In this workshop we will
be focusing on making our own oral histories: stories
that are spoken, not written. We will read and discuss

i gripping examples, such as Spiegelman’s Maus. We
¢ will each choose subjects we want to research before
¢ recording our thoughts and ideas and interviewing

others about them. Finally, we will edit and assemble
our own stories, working toward coherent narratives
that will be showcased as podcasts on the 826

i Valencia website.
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THE KID’S TABLE
FOOD WRITING WORKSHOP

Taught by Ryan Stern and Kiersten Stevens
Limited to 24 students, ages 9-12

Session 1: May 21, 28, June 4, 11, 18
Session 2: July 9, 16, 23, 30, & August 6
Thursdays from 6:00-8:00 pm

What's your favorite food and why? At the Kid’s Table,
we want to know. Sit down with us and learn how to
put into words the yummiest snack you've ever eaten.
Do you have a favorite meal, or recipe, that your family
makes that you think is just the tastiest food ever? Have
you ever read a food story or a recipe and been inspired
to bake a treat? Are you interested in exploring where ice
cream comes from and how to make it? Well, here’s your
chance to think creatively about the yummy snacks you
eat, the food we all eat, and how much fun it can be to
write about it! With a dash of imagination and a pinch of
adventure, we’ll explore where our food comes from, and
what goes into making the food we eat. You'll turn your
words into stories and even a recipe! Join Ryan Stern
and Kiersten Stevens at The Kid’s Table, where all
things delicious will be shared and written about. This
workshop will end in the creation of The Kid’s Table
cookbook that will leave you eager to try the yummy
recipes we create and the stories we tell about them.

*
THAT’S NOT FUNNY

Taught by Ashley Perryman
Limited to 15 High School students
May 27, June 3, 10, 17, 24, July 1
Wednesdays, 6:00-8:00 pm

Ever been drawn to the glamorous world of comedy? Do
you dream of slaying thousands with your matchless wit?
Get a jump on the game and learn the routines and tricks
that comics and comedy writers do to keep their material
sharp...and create a few punchlines of your own!

SPINNING TALES

Taught by Rachel Leflowitz & Michele Knapp
Limited to 6 students, ages 9-12

June 20 & 27, July 11, 18, 25

Saturdays 12:30-2:00 pum

Imagine this: You are on your pirate ship, in the middle
of the ocean. You have spent the day counting your loot
and sewing—the sails of the ship were full of holes. Now,
as you get ready for bed, you notice that your socks are
full of holes. What are you, miles from the nearest store,
going to do?—Knit yourself a new pair! And while you
are at it, you also knit yourself a new wallet to keep your
loot in. Come learn to knit a wallet (socks come later)
and find out how, throughout the years, all the coolest
people have known how to knit. We will provide pieces
of eight, journals to record your knitting experiences,
yarn, and knitting needles. No knitting or piractical
knowledge necessary.

*

WRITING AND PUBLISHING APPRENTICES

Taught by 10 Bay Area Writers, Editors and Publishers
Limited to 15 students, ages 13-18

April 20 and every Monday thereafter during the spring
2009 semester, Mondays from 6:00-8:00 pm
Applications accepted 4/06-4/13

If you are a teenager looking to work with adult
editors and writers, if you want to work on a piece you'd
like to publish, or if you are searching for the perfect
place to learn the ins and outs of making a book, this
is the workshop for you. 826 will bring together
students and professionals for an epic series of
apprenticeship workshops, designed to guide whatever
creative writing project you have in mind. Whether
it’s poetry, short stories, novels, 'zines, lyrics, comics,
creative nonfiction or something in between, you’ll
receive guidance and support from adults who write
and edit for a living. You will also learn how to design
and create chapbooks of your own work. By evaluat-

ing the work of your peers, you'll be part of an edito-
rial board that puts together one of the best periodi-
cal collections of young writing in the nation, The 826
Quarterly. The Writing and Publishing Apprentices
project is like no other writing workshop in the Bay
Area: its content will be based on what you want to do.

TWO SECONDS PLUS

Taught by Panl Cartier

Limited to 10 students, ages 11-13
June 25, July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Thursdays 6-8 pm

Are your stories lacking a little color? Are they miss-
ing elements of the real world? Are your poems just
not complete without that special picture of your cat,
but you can’t figure out all those gadgets and gizmos
on your camera? Or maybe, you find that your photos
are worth a thousand words, and yet you still have so
much more to say. If so, then this is the workshop for
you! During Two Seconds Plus, you will cannonball into
the fabulous-image-making-contraptions— the camera
and language —and you will discover that words and
images are meant to be together. Like the two sides
of your brain, photography and writing each works
to make the other stronger— and more intelligent.
* K K
NOTE: Because each workshop will build upon the ideas learned in previous sessions, stu-
dents are asked to attend all the sessions for the workshop. 'To reserve a spot, please send us a
refundable check for $25 written to “826 Valencia” with the student’s name and workshop
written in the memo. This check is a placeholder and will be destroyed after the last
workshop. Please note that classes are popular and submitting a registration form does not

guarantee a spot in the workshops.

STORE HOURS:

The Pirate Store is open every day, 12—6 P .

CONTACT US:

Website— www.826valencia.org

Email— workshops@826valencia.org

Phone— 415.642.5905

Don'’t forget our TEACHER OF THE MONTH program.

Nominate your favorite school teacher for a $1500 award. Please
check our website for more details.




